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Welcome to the Division of Fleet Operations’ third safety newsletter. Let’s take
a moment to be safe. “Stay in your seat — Buckle up!” is our theme for fiscal
year 2008. Seatbelts save lives. Fleet Operations is pleased to announce our
driver training programs for you, the driver. Check out our website at:
http://fleet.utah.gov Go to the calendar for training dates.

Back-To-School

What is the most dangerous part of the school bus ride? The bus stop! Children are at greatest
risk when they are getting on or off the school bus. Most of the children killed in bus-related
crashes are pedestrians, five to seven years old, which are getting on or off the bus. They are hit
by the school bus or by motorists illegally passing a stopped school bus. In neighborhoods, near
schools, and at bus stops, drivers need to take special care because children do not behave like
adults.

IT'S A RISKY BUSINESS FOR MOTORISTS PASSING A STOPPED
SCHOOL BUS

When a school bus is traveling on a two-lane roadway and is stopped to pick up or drop off
pupils, the vehicles in all lanes of traffic MUST STOP. Vehicles should stop at least 20 feet
before reaching the school bus to allow pupils to cross the roadway safely.

Most importantly, children expect vehicles to stop for them at the school bus stop. If red lights
are flashing, STOP! They show that children are getting on or off the bus and may be crossing
the street.

CAUTION: The majority of children injured or killed in pupil transportation are not injured or
killed on the school bus, but outside the bus. Most of them are struck by motorists who fail to
stop for the flashing red lights and extended stop arm. When a school bus is traveling on a one-
way roadway and is stopped to pick up or drop off pupils, all lanes of traffic must stop,
regardless of the number of lanes of traffic. When a school bus is traveling on a four-lane
roadway with at least two lanes of traffic traveling in the opposite direction, only those



lanes of traffic traveling in the same direction as the school bus must stop. Pupils shall not be
required to cross four or more lanes of traffic to reach their residence.

State law requires all school buses to stop at railroad crossings, whether or not there are pupils
on board. The school bus driver will pull to the right-hand lane and display the hazard warning
lights, stop the bus within 15 and 50 feet of the first rail of the rail grade crossing, open the
driver window and service door, look and listen for an approaching train, and then proceed across
the tracks without changing gears. Other vehicles should not try to cross the tracks behind the
school bus until the bus has cleared the tracks and there is room for the vehicle behind the bus
on the other side. Some rail crossings have limited space between rail crossings and stop signs or
signals on the other side of the tracks. If the school bus must make a stop after crossing the
tracks, a vehicle following the bus may be trapped on the tracks until the bus moves or the stop
signal light changes. This would have tragic results should a train approach the crossing and
vehicles are unable to go forward or backward to clear the tracks.

LEARN AND FOLLOW THE SCHOOL BUS LAWS!

Be safe!

PROTECT OUR CHILDREN!




